QA: Why Attend Church Services? by John T Polk II

All Scriptures and comments are based on the New King James Version, unless otherwise noted.

QUESTION: "Why do we have to ‘attend church services?”
ANSWER: Because Jesus meets with His disciples when they meet together.

1. The day He was raised from the dead. The first day of the week when Jesus was
resurrected (John 20:1-10),

Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the
doors were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews,
Jesus came and stood in the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with
you.” When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side.
Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. (John 20:19-20)

Thomas (not “doubting”) missed this assembly (a.k.a. “church”) but made sure he
was there in the next one (John 20:24-29).

2. The day Jesus was first preached after His resurrection. Believers were told:

"Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit
... those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about
three thousand souls were added to them. And they continued steadfastly
in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in
prayers. (Acts 2:38, 41-42)

The church of Christ began with meeting on the first day of the week (Acts 2:1;
Leviticus 23:15, 16).

3. Disciples meeting together were given the name “Christian.”

Then Barnabas departed for Tarsus to seek Saul. And when he had found
him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was that for a whole year they
assembled with the church and taught a great many people. And the
disciples were first called Christians in Antioch. (Acts 11:25-26)

4. Willful forsaking “the assembling of ourselves together” cannot save one’s
soul.

And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works,

not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of
some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the
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Day approaching. For if we sin willfully after we have received the

knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins.
(Hebrews 10:24-26)

“Forsaking” means “leaving behind,” “not to be used or close” (2 Timothy 4:10).
The forsaker misses being stirred up to more love and to do more good works, and

the presence of Jesus Christ. Separating oneself from the assembled body of Jesus
identifies those who are “Antichrist:”

They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of
us, they would have continued with us; but they went out that they
might be made manifest, that none of them were of us. (1 John 2:19)

5. Those who love Jesus (and not a preacher or building!) want to attend: “If

anyone does not love the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be accursed. O Lord, come!
(1 Corinthians 16:22).

—— jtpll, December 3, 2023

Page 2 of 2 www.johntpolkll.com


http://www.johntpolkll.com

